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At what age is a man to get married?1  

A. The starting age of Marriage:  

It is a Mitzvah upon every man to marry a woman at 18 years of age.2 [The Rebbe strongly encouraged this 

approach.3 Some Poskim4 rule this means that one should get married as soon as he begins his 18th year, which is 

after turning 17 years of age.] One who precedes and marries at 13 years of age [has fulfilled] the Mitzvah Min 

Hamuvchar.5 [However, in today’s times, one is not to get married this young.6]   

Child marriages-Marrying prior to 13 years old:7 Prior to 13 years of age, a boy may not get married, as it is 

considered like promiscuity.8 [This implies that a child may not get married until he has reached his 13th birthday.9 

However, some Poskim10 rule a child may get married starting from 12 years old and onwards.] 

 

B. By what age must one be married:  

In any event, one may not pass 20 years of age without getting married  [and is thus to place effort to be married 

prior to reaching 20 years of age].11 One who does not get married by 20 years old transgresses and nullifies a 

Biblical Positive command.12 [If however he is not married by twenty years old due to matters beyond his control, 

then he does not transgress any prohibition.13 Likewise, some Poskim14 rule it is permitted to delay marriage until 24 

years old in order to find a proper Zivug, or due to other reasons.] One who has passes the age of 20 and does not 

                                                                 
1
 Michaber E.H. 1/3 

2
 Michaber ibid; Kiddushin 29b; Pesachim 113/1; Mishneh Pirkei Avos end of chapter 5/22; Rambam Ishus 15/2 writes from 17 years of age 

The reason: Although in general, a person must fulfill all the Mitzvos as soon as he turns 13 years of age, nevertheless, the Sages r ec eiv ed t hat 
regarding the Mitzvah of Peri Urevu it  only begins at age 18. The reason for this is because one is required to learn Torah, and one only has time 
to properly do so prior to marriage. [See Michaber Y.D. 246/2] Now, the Torah learning of the Talmud begins fro m  age 1 5 ,  as s t a ted in  t h e 
Mishneh in Avos, [and therefore the Sages gave 2-3 years of learning the Talmud prior to marriage]. [Chelkas Mechokeik 1/2; Beis Shmuel 1 /3 ; 

See Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1] The reason why the Sages stated one should get married at 18, even though it  takes five y ears to complete 
Talmudic studies, is because it  is possible to learn after marriage without too many distractions for abo ut 2 -3 y ears,  p r io r t o h avin g m any 
children. [Admur ibid]  
3
 Igros Kodesh 13/23; 18/436; 20/175 “If only that the Ashkenazim would also get married at a very young age”; 23/221-222 ; 2 9 /272 ; Letter  

5,974 “You should be Makpid on the teaching in the Mishneh of 18 years old for marriage, as certainly the Mishneh is reliable and it  ap plies t o 
all types of Jews”; On the other hand, see Igros Kodesh 10/202; 28/341 [printed in Shulchan Menachem 6/95] where the Rebbe seems to resolve 
with the custom of getting married in the early 20’s and not 18 or even 20 years old. 
4
 Beis Shmuel 1/3; Taz 1/3 in name of Maagid Mishneh; Biur Hagoleh 1/3 in name of Rambam; Maggid Mishneh on Rambam 1 5 /1; Ram ba m 

Ishus 15/2 writes from 17 years of age; Aruch Hashulchan 1/11 
Other opinions: Some Poskim rule one is to get married after completing his 18

th
 year, which is after his 18

th
 birthday. [Bach 1, bro ugh t in  Taz 

1/3] 
5
 Michaber ibid; Yevamos 62b; Sanhedrin 77b; Rav Chisda in Kiddushin 29b 

The reason: As he quashes his lusts and passions from the Yetzer Hara, and is like sticking a arrow into his eyes.  [Kiddush in  3 0a; Ram bam 
Issurei Biyah 21/25] 
6 Birkeiy Yosef 1 in name of Rabbeinu Yona in his Tzava, brought in Pischeiy Teshuvah 1/2; Aruch Hashulchan 1/11; See Igros Kodesh 29/272 

The reason: As the people are weaker [i.e. less mature] and the generations have changed [and are thus unable to  handle marriage at such a young 
age]. [ibid] 
7
 Michaber ibid; Tur 1; Rambam Issurei Biya 21 

8
 Michaber ibid; Tur 1; Bach 1; Rav Akiva Eiger that so is implied from Rashba 803 and 1181; Aruch Hashulchan 1/11; See T az 1 /3  t hat th is 

means that it  appears the relationship is for the sake of promiscuity, even though in truth it is not promiscuity,  as t hey do in g so  in  a  way  o f  
marriage. 
Other opinions: Some Poskim rule it  is not considered like promiscuity. [Beis Shmuel 1/4; Tosafus Sanhedrin 77b; Rosh; See Beir  Heiytiv 1/5 in  
anme of Kneses Yechezkal 55; Pischeiy teshuvah 1/3]  
9
 Chelkas Mechokeik 1/3; Beis Shmuel 1/3; Beis Yosef 1; Implication of Rambam and Tur ibid;  

10
 Bach 1 if father marries him off; Rashi and Tosafus on Sanhedrin 77b “A year or half a year before his Bar Mitzvah ”; So m e Ach ro nim in  

interpretation of Rambam and Tur, brought in Chelkas Mechokeik ibid; Bach 1, brought in Chelkas Mechokeik and Beis Shmuel ibid, rules t h at  

only the father may marry him off from age 12, and the Sages instituted a Rabbinical Kiddushin for him at this age, and his wife needs a Get! 
11

 Michaber ibid; Rambam ibid; Kiddushin 29b “Until twenty years Hashem waits for a man to marry. When he reaches age 20 and is st il l  n o t 
married, Hashem says let his bones swell.” 
The reason: As it  takes up to five years to learn the [entire Talmud], and in previous times they would learn wit h  t he ch ildren f iv e y ear s o f 

Mishneh from age 10 and 5 years of Talmud, which are the Mitzvos with their reasons in a summarized fashion, [ an d h ence by  age 2 0  t h ey  
completed their Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah]. Hence, since there is no longer a need to delay marriage past 20 years old due to  T orah  learn ing,  
therefore one who went past age 20 without getting married transgressed the Biblical positive command of Peru Urevu. [Admur Hilchos Talmud 
Torah 3/1] Alternatively, as once one turns 20 years old he is liable for Heavenly punishment. [Aruch Hashulchan 1/11]  

Other opinions: Some Poskim rule one may delay marriage until 22 years of age. [See Shaiy Lamoreh 1  that the Peri Chadash got married at  2 2,  
and this is based on opinion of Rava in Kiddushin ibid] 
12

 Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1; Rambam Ishus 15/2 
13

 Aruch Hashulchan 1/11 
14

 Maharikash, brought in Pischeiy Teshuvah 1/5 
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wish to get married, then [in previous times15] the Beis Din would coerce him to marry in order to fulfill the Mitzvah 

of having children.16 However, in today’s times, one is no longer coerced by Beis Din to get married.17   

 

C. Delaying marriage past 20 due to learning Torah:  

If one is involved in Torah learning and toils in it, and fears to marry a woman lest he be required to toil after 

sustenance and thus nullify his Torah learning, then it is permitted for him to delay getting married [even past the 

age of 20].18 [Some Poskim19 rule he may delay marriage for as long as he wants , so long as getting married will 

force him to get a job and thus prevent him from learning. He may likewise choose to marry a woman who is 

infertile in order so he can dedicate his whole life for Torah learning.20 Other Poskim21 however rule there is a limit 

to this matter, and one cannot delay marriage forever.22 Some Poskim23 rule that this is until 24 years of age. 

However, according to Admur, he may delay marriage until he learns and remembers the entire oral Torah  in a 

summarized fashion24, if he is capable of doing so.25 Practically, in many Litvishe Yehsivos the custom was to delay 

marriage until the early 30’s. However, the practice in Yeshivas Tomchei Temimim was and is to get married in the 

early 20’s, and so is the proper approach.26 Chabad Rabbanim and Mashpi’im around the world have proclaimed the 

necessity for Bochurim to begin Shiduchim as soon as they complete their study in Yeshiva Gedola. At age 20 they 

are to begin their search for a wife, and only those who are truly dedicated to assiduous Torah study may delay for 

another one to two years.27] 

Delaying marriage forever for the sake of learning:28 Furthermore, one whose soul yearns to learn Torah constantly 

like Ben Azaiy, and he attached himself to it his entire life, and thus did not get married, he carries no sin for doing 

so.29 [Some Poskim30 rule this applies even if getting married would not trouble him from his learning, such as he is 

wealthy. However, Admur negates this opinion, and implies if one is able to both constantly fulfill his Mitzvah of 

Yedias Hatorah and get married, then he must do so.31 Some32 Poskim rule that initially, even one who desires to 

learn like Ben Azaiy must get married, and it is only after the fact, if he did not marry, that he carries no sin . 

Furthermore, some Poskim33 rule that a person of the such stature and nature of Ben Azaiy is not found at all today. 

However, from Admur34, it is implied one may even initially anyone may choose to follow Ben Azaiy and not get 

                                                                 
15

 Rama ibid 
16

 Michaber ibid; Tur in name of Rosh 
17

 Rama ibid 
18

 Michaber Y.D. 246/2; E.H. 1/3; Kiddushin ibid “Learn Torah and then get married”; Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1 
The reason: If one gets married prior to learning Torah, he will be under financial burden to support his wife and children, and will thus be unable 

to study Torah as much. Now, although the one must stop learning in order to fulfill a positive command, this only refers to a positive comman d 
that can be fulfilled momentarily, as one can shortly afterwards resume his Torah learning. However, if one were to get married, then he would be 
unable to continue learning at all, as he must now sustain his family. [Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1]  
19

 Beis Shmuel 1/5 in implication of Rambam; Rav Akiva Eiger 1 in name of Maharam Mintz 42 
20

 Chochmas Shlomo based on Beis Shmuel ibid 
21

 Rosh Kiddushin 1/42, brought in Tur E.H. 1 and Beis Shmuel ibid; Levush 1; Rashal Kiddushin; Aruch Hashulchan 1/13; See Admur Hilch o s 
Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 who learns in Rashi and the Rambam that the limitation is five years for Mishneha nd five years for Talmud 
22 The reason: As this allowance was only given to Ben Azaiy. [Rosh ibid] The Beis Shmuel ibid explains that the novelty of Ben Azaiy is t h at 

even if getting married would not disturb him from his learning, such as if he is wealthy, he is still not required to get married. 
23

 Rashal Kiddushin; Aruch Hashulchan 1/13; Sefer Hamitzvos of Chofetz Chaim “Until 25 years of age” 
24

 This includes all of the Jewish laws, all the 613 commands together with all their details, Biblical and Rabbin ical,  an d t heir sum m arized 
reasons. [Admur Hilchos Talmud Achron 3/1] This includes even knowledge of those sections of laws that are not applicable or not practical for  

all people, such as Kodshim, Zeraim, Nashim and Nezikin. However, one may not delay marriage simply for achieving greater depth of 
understanding and Pilpul in Torah. [Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1] 
25 Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1; See Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 that one cannot delay marriage forever simply  to  fur ther h is in  
depth understanding of the Torah, as this is a study that has no end, and in any event one will never reach the final depth o f his research. 
26

 Igros Kodesh 10/202; 14/30 [printed in Shulchan Menachem 6/95]  
27

 See the letter included which was signed by Rabbinical leaders, Mashpim and Roshei Yeshiva’s from various Chabad communities.  
28

 Michaber 1/4; Rambam Ishus 15/3; Ben Azaiy in Yevamos 63b; See Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 that ev en t he Ch ach am im 

agree with Ben Azaiy, and hence the Rambam and Michaber rule that one has the option of doing like him; See Aruch Hashulchan 1/14 th at t he 
Rif omitted this ruling and in truth did get married, and possibly it was literally Sakanas Nefashos for Ben Azaiy to sto p learning T orah,  and 
therefore he could not get married. 
29

 The reason: As one has a constant Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, and if he gets married and has no time to review, he will  co m e t o fo rget h is 

Torah learning. Thus, one can choose to not get married in order so he review his Torah learning his entire life and not come to forget any aspect 
of it . This is why Ben Azaiy did not marry, as he feared he would forget his Torah learning. Now, although we rule that one must stop his Torah 
learning in order to fulfill a passing Mitzvah, this is only in a case that one can then return to his Torah learning, however if the Torah learning of 
Yedias Hatorah will be pushed off forever, then one is not required to stop to perform the Mitzvah. [Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1] 
30

 Beis Shmuel 1/5 
31

 Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 
32

 Taz 1/6 
33

 Aruch Hashulchan 1/14 
34

 Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 
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married in order so he can constantly review his Torah learning and not come to forget parts of the Oral Torah and 

his Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah.35 Nonetheless, even in his opinion, the Sages advised one to get married once he has 

completed his Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, even if there is worry that he may come to forget.36 If however there is no 

worry of forgetting the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, and he simply wants to delay marriage in order to continuing 

learning the depth and Pilpul, then it is forbidden to do so , even according to Ben Azaiy.37]  

Who may delay marriage past 20 for the sake of Torah learning? One may only delay marriage past the age of 20 

due to Torah learning, on condition that his inclination does not overcome him with erotic thoughts to the point that 

his mind is unable to focus [and he is able to thus learn without thoughts of sin]. If, however, he is troubled by erotic 

thoughts to the point that his mind is unable to focus , then he is to first get married in order to learn Torah with 

purity of mind, without erotic thoughts .38 [The Rebbe encouraged this approach.39] Furthermore, this allowance of 

delay due to Torah study is only for a person who has the intellectual capacity to learn and remember the entire Oral 

Torah, in which case he is to first learn the entire oral Torah and only then get married.40 This includes all of the 

Jewish laws, all the 613 commands together with all their details , Biblical and Rabbinical, and their summarized 

reasons.41 If, however, he does not have the intellectual capability to learn and remember all of the Torah, then he 

must get married prior to the age of 20.42  

 

 

Summary: 

One is to get married at 17/18 years of age, and no later than 20 years of age. It is permitted to delay marriage 

due to Tiorah learning if certain criteria is fulfilled, as explained next. Some Poskim rule it is permitted to delay 

marriage until 24 years old in order to find a proper Zivug, learn Torah, or due to other important reasons. The 

Rebbe strongly advocated for bringing down the marriage age, and encouraged people to get married starting 

from age 18. Nonetheless, the Chabad custom in Yeshivos is for Bochurim to get married in the early 20’s. 

Chabad Rabbanim world over have ruled that at age 20 they are to begin their search for a wife, and only those 

who are truly dedicated to assiduous Torah study may delay for another one to two years. 

 

 

                                                                 
35

 The reason: See previous footnotes for reason in Admur 
36

 See lengthy explanation in Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1 and how Admur learns this in the Rosh 
37

 Implication of Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1 and Kuntrus Achron 3/1 

The reason: One cannot delay marriage forever simply to further his in depth understanding of the Torah, as this is a study that has no end, and in 
any event one will never reach the final depth of his research. [Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1] 
38

 Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1-2; Michaber Y.D. 246/2; E.H. 1/4; Beis Shmuel E.H. 1/5; Taz E.H.  1 /4; Ram bam Talmud T o rah 1 /5; 
Kiddushin ibid “and if he is unable to be without a wife, he should first  marry”; Based on Yuma 29a; Vetzaruch Iyun why it  was not mentioned in 

Michaber 1/3! 
39

 Igros Kodesh 13/23 
40

 Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1  
The reason: As only if one learns and remembers the entire Torah does he fulfill the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah which is even greater  t han t he 

Mitzvah of Peru Urevu. [Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah Kuntrus Achron 3/1] 
The reason: If one gets married prior to learning Torah, he will be under financial burden to support his wife and children, and will thus be unable 
to study Torah as much, and will be unable to learn and remember all the Halachos with their reasons, which is t h e ex planatio n o f  t he 6 13 
Mitzvos, and the main part of the Oral Torah. Therefore, the great Mitzvah of Peru Urevu is delayed due to this learning, even th ough  it  is t he 

greatest of all the Mitzvos, as Talmud Torah is greater than all the Mitzvos and hence makes him exempt from the Mitzvah of P eru Urevu. Now,  
although one must stop learning Torah in order to fulfill a positive command that cannot be fulfilled by others, this o n ly r efer s to  a  p o sitive 
command that takes up a limited amount of one’s time, as one is only nullifying the command to constantly learn Torah. However , i t  do es n ot 
refer to nullifying forever the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, which is knowledge of all the Halachos and their reasons in a sum m arized f ashio n .  

[Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1; Kuntrus Achron 3/1]  
41

 Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1 and Kuntrus Achron 3/1 
42

 Implication of Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 3/1 and Kuntrus Achron 3/1; Implication of Tzemach Tzedek in “Maaseh Chassidim 

Harishonim”, printed in Hilchos Talmud Torah [Ashkenazi] Volume 5 p. 645, regarding that one who cannot learn all Torah may len gth en  h is 
Davening as he is not applicable to the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah. 
Tzaruch Iyun from other sources: Tzaruch Iyun from Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 2/8 and 4/6 in parentheses which seems to imply t hat even 
one who cannot learn and remember all 613 commands in detail, can still fulfil the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah through learning and remembering 

the maximum of their ability. Accordingly, they too would be allowed to delay marriage until they fulfill their limited version of the Mitzvah o f  
Yedias Hatorah. This contradicts the implication above that such people cannot fulfill the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah and hence do not have th e 
above allowance relevant to them. See, however, the statement of the Tzemach Tzedek ibid, which seemingly learns in Admur 4/6 th at t hey  do  
not have an ability to fulfil the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah. Vetzaruch Iyun on how to fit all this into Admur. See Hilchos Talmud Torah o f  Rav 

Ashkenazi ibid who leaves this in a Tzaruch Iyun. See also Hearos Ubiurim 770 5764 for an article on this subject. 
The reason: As the Mitzvah of learning Torah is only greater than Peru Urevu if one can fulfill the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, which is to learn 
and remember the entire Torah. If however one cannot do so, then although he can still fulfill the Mitzvah of Veh igisa  Bo  Yo m am  Valay la,  
nevertheless this does not push off the Mitzvah of Peru Urevu, as the Mitzvah of learning Torah is pushed off by any Mitzvah t hat cann ot be 

fulfilled by others. [Admur ibid] 
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The criteria for delaying marriage due to Talmud Torah: 

According to the ruling of the Alter Rebbe, the allowance of delaying marriage past age 20 for the sake of Torah 

study only applies if the following four conditions are fulfilled: 

1. One is learning Torah and is capable of fulfilling the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah, through learning and 

memorizing all the details and reasons of the 613 commands, in a summarized fashion. 

2. One is will be unable to fulfill this Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah if he gets married, due to his 

preoccupation in making a living to support his family. 

3. One has not yet already fulfilled the Mitzvah of Yedias Hatorah. If he has already fulfilled this 

Mitzvah, he may no longer delay marriage, unless he is worried it may lead him to forget his Torah 

learning. 

4. One is not troubled by erotic thoughts that prevent him from learning Torah in purity .  

 

Practically, by what age must Yeshiva Bochurim today get married by? 

As stated above, in the summary, the Rebbe strongly encouraged people to marry early, from age 18, although 

the current custom mentioned by the Rebbe, is to marry in the early 20’s. The Chabad Rabbanim in recent years 

ruled that at age 20 Bochurim are to begin their search for a wife, and only those who are truly dedicated to 

assiduous Torah study may delay for another one to two years. We will now explore whether this custom of 

delaying marriage past age 20 has Halachic basis.  

Is there a Halachic allowance for Yeshiva Bochurim to delay marriage past age 20 for Bochurim today? Based 

on the criteria mentioned above, from the letter of the law, in today’s times most Yeshiva students do not have a 

Torah learning allowance to differ marriage, and must get married before the age of 20, as most students are not 

born with the intellectual ability to learn and remember the entire Torah. Furthermore, even  of those who are 

able to reach this state of learning, many are troubled by erotic thoughts. On what then does the custom rely 

upon to delay marriage past age 20 despite their ineligibility for the allowance of Torah learning deferral? This 

will be addressed next.  

 

On what do people rely upon today to delay marriage past age 20, even if they do not fall under the 

criteria which allows delaying marriage due to Torah learning? 

Seemingly, Bochrim today are not mature enough for marriage until their early 20’s, and hence, irrelevant of the 

Heter of learning Torah, they are unable to marry beforehand. We find basis for this approach in the Poskim43 

who state that the dictum of the Sages which encouraged marriage from age 13 is no longer applicable today due 

to the change of times, and lack of maturity. Hence, seemingly, the same would apply regarding even pas t age 

20, that if times change and people are no longer mature enough to marry this early, then the marriage age 

automatically becomes delayed. In other words, the Torah did not obligate one to get married by any specific 

age, and rather obligated one to get married as soon as is able to, once he becomes Bar Mitzvah. Now, in 

previous times, since Talmudic Torah learning extended from age 15-20, therefore the marriage age was up until 

age 20, so he can suffice to learn his five years of Talmud.44 We see from here that delaying marriage for a 

necessary purpose is permitted. The same should certainly apply to delaying marriage due to lack of maturity, as 

if one is not mature enough to marry, the marriage will not last, and certainly the Mitzvah is not yet applicable to 

him. Alternatively, one can say that the age by which one must marry is dependent on the community system, 

and if the system in one’s community is to only marry after age 20, after concluding the educational system, 

then for that community, the marriage age is  differed until later. This is similar to the establishment of the 

original age 20 which was based on the system to learn Talmud from age 15-20.  Vetzaruch Iyun on all the 

above, as no matter what one says, it contradicts the simple ruling in Shulchan Aruch that one must ma rry by 

age 20 without giving any exception to the rule, unless one is learning Torah. The above is thus only a Limud 

Zechus on the current custom, in order to defend how it does not transgress the clear ruling in Shulchan Aruch 

that one must marry by age 20. Nevertheless, it is possible even today for Bochurim to be mature enough for 

marriage by age 18-20, and hence fulfill the Mitzvah of Peru Urevu according to Biblical requirement, through 

educating them at an early age that they should expect to get married by that time , and so is done in many 

Chassidic communities until this very day. As stated earlier, the Rebbe strongly encouraged and advocated for 

early marriages, from age 18.  

 

 

                                                                 
43

 Birkeiy Yosef 1 in name of Rabbeinu Yona in his Tzava, brought in Pischeiy Teshuvah 1/2; Aruch Hashulchan 1/11; See Igros Kodesh 29/272 
44

 See Admur Hilchos Talmud Torah 1/3 
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How the Rebbe told me to marry young 

By Rabbi Yaakov Goldstein 

 

After having finished Shiur Gimel in a prominent Chabad Yeshivah I decided to spend my next year learning 

Semicha in 770. I turned 21 that year.  I was learning assiduously in 770 in the process of doing Semicha and 

spent my time learning day and night. At that time I began writing Pilpulim in Halacha which were subsequently 

published in the bi-weekly Kovetzim. One week I had published a deep Halachic Pilpul in regards to the Marriage 

age and if in truth there is any allowance to delay marriage past the age of 20. The conclusion of the lengthy 

discussion made evident that there is no longer a clear Halachic allowance to delay marriage past 20. Prior to 

sending the surprising and controversial matter to be published I discussed the Pilpul and its conclusion with a 

few Rabbanei Anash and Roshei Yeshivas. They agreed with my conclusion but stated that if one is not mature 

enough [or the system denies him the ability to be ready for marriage] then he is Onus and hence Halachilcy 

exempt. With these words I concluded the Pilpul. Very shortly after the Pilpul was published I sat down to write a 

weekly Duch to the Rebbe about my Friday Mivtzaim route. I placed the letter in Igros Kodesh and randomly 

opened to a page. [See appendix 1 below] On that page I noticed a letter which the Rebbe wrote to a Bochur 

urging him to begin his quest for Shiduchim and how the matter is relevant to him for both physical and spiritual 

reasons. I did not give much attention to the letter as I was not mentally prepared for Shidduchim at that point, 

and mainly because I wrote nothing about that subject. Surprisingly enough that night one of my Chavrusas told 

me that someone asked him about me for a possible Shidduch. I of course refused and told him its out of the 

question.  I then remembered however how that same night I opened to a letter in which the Rebbe gave a Bochur 

a clear directive to begin Shidduchim. Nu! In the end of the day perhaps it was just a load of coincidences and I 

brushed it off my mind. The Shadchan however did not, and continued to approach me throughout the week about 

the issue. After deep deliberation, and discussion with my Mashpia, I decided to sit down and write a letter to the 

Rebbe about the entire issue. The question was very simple: Should I begin Shidduchim or not? The main issue 

was my age and the fact that I was in the midst of Semicha and had a brilliant future of learning ahead of me. At 

that point starting shidduchim freshly after turning 21 was not very popular, to say the least, for a good 

Chassidisher Bochur. The answer I opened to in Igros Kodesh [See appendix 2] will remain with me the rest of 

my life. The Rebbe stated clearly and unequivocally: “I already wrote to you once about this topic, your are to 

begin to seek a Shidduch immediately as this matter pertains to your physical and spiritual wellbeing.” I, 

obviously was in a state of shock not having expected anything of the sort. I proceeded to discuss the matter in 

depth with my Mashpia, who I must admit was not most enthusiastic about the idea of writing in Igros Kodesh. 

Nevertheless in this case it was clear as day that the Rebbe has given me instructions and he told me as whatever 

his opinion may be “Ein Achareiy Divrei Hamelech Klum”. I was then advised to proceed to discuss the matter 

with the Hanhalah of the Yeshivah, 770, and follow based on their advice. The majority opinion in the Hanhalah 

was to follow through with the Rebbes instructions as I opened to, while minority claimed I am too young and it 

is out of question. I made a decision based on the majority opinion in Hanhala and decided to write my decision 

into the Rebbe and place it into Igros Kodesh. In the letter I also wrote tha t there was one opinion amongst the 

Hanhala which claimed that I was too young and disagreed with my decision. The letter I opened too [see 

appendix 3] was as clear as day in regards to encouraging me to marry young and negating the opinion which put 

it down. The Rebbe stated “If only it should be that also the Ashkenazim would marry at a very young age as do 

the Sefaradim”. 
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Rambam Ishus 15 

 

 
Issurei Biyah 21 
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How the Rebbe told me to marry young 
 

Regarding the newly aroused fervor in marrying young, something which has benefits on many grounds, I simply 

wanted to add an amazing story that occurred with me, and how the Rebbe directed me to marry young and break 

the system after Gimel Tamuz. I know it is a private matter and in general I would not make public. I however felt 

“Keyehuda Veod Lekra” that publicizing the story may help others take the proper initiative that Rabbanei Chabad 

have requested, based on the Rebbe’s stated opinion and the clear rulings in Shulchan Aruch. 

 

After having finished Shiur Gimel in a prominent Chabad Yeshivah I decided to spend my next year learning 

Semicha in 770. I turned 21 that year.  I was learning assiduously in 770 in the process  of doing Semicha and spent 

my time learning day and night. At that time I began writing Pilpulim in Halacha which were subsequently 

published in the bi-weekly Kovetzim. One week I had published a deep Halachic Pilpul in regards to the Marriage 

age and if in truth there is any allowance to delay marriage past the age of 20. The conclusion of the lengthy 

discussion made evident that there is no longer a clear Halachic allowance to delay marriage past 20. Prior to 

sending the surprising and controversial matter to be published I discussed the Pilpul and its conclusion with a few 

Rabbanei Anash and Roshei Yeshivas. They agreed with my conclusion but stated that if one is not mature enough 

[or the system denies him the ability to be ready for marriage] then he is Onus and hence Halachilcy exempt. With 

these words I concluded the Pilpul. 

 

Very shortly after the Pilpul was published I sat down to write a weekly Duch to the Rebbe about my Friday 

Mivtzaim route. I placed the letter in Igros Kodesh and randomly opened  to a page. [See appendix 1 below] On that 

page I noticed a letter which the Rebbe wrote to a Bochur urging him to begin his quest for Shiduchim and how the 

matter is relevant to him for both physical and spiritual reasons. I did not give much attention to  the letter as I was 

not mentally prepared for Shidduchim at that point, and mainly because I wrote nothing about that subject. 

Surprisingly enough that night one of my Chavrusas told me that someone asked him about me for a possible 

Shidduch. I of course refused and told him its out of the question.  I then remembered however how that same night 

I opened to a letter in which the Rebbe gave a Bochur a clear directive to begin Shidduchim. Nu! In the end of the 

day perhaps it was just a load of coincidences and I brushed it off my mind. The Shadchan however did not, and 

continued to approach me throughout the week about the issue.  

After deep deliberation, and discussion with my Mashpia, I decided to sit down and write a letter to the Rebbe about 

the entire issue. The question was very simple: Should I begin Shidduchim or not? The main issue was my age and 

the fact that I was in the midst of Semicha and had a brilliant future of learning ahead of me. At that point starting 

shidduchim freshly after turning 21 was not very popular, to say the least, for a good Chassidisher Bochur. 

The answer I opened to in Igros Kodesh [See appendix 2] will remain with me the rest of my life. 

The Rebbe stated clearly and unequivocally:  “I already wrote to you once about this topic, your are to begin to 

seek a Shidduch immediately as this matter pertains to your physical and spiritual wellbeing.”  

 

I, obviously was in a state of shock not having expected anything of the sort. I proceeded to discuss the matter in 

depth with my Mashpia, who I must admit was not most enthusiastic about the idea of writing in Igros Kodesh. 

Nevertheless in this case it was clear as day that the Rebbe has given me instructions and he told me as whatever his 

opinion may be “Ein Achareiy Divrei Hamelech Klum”. I was then advised to proceed to discuss the matter with the 

Hanhalah of the Yeshivah, 770, and follow based on their advice. The majority opinion in the Hanhalah was to 

follow through with the Rebbes instructions as I opened to, while minority claimed  I am too young and it is out of 

question. I made a decision based on the majority opinion in Hanhala and decided to write my decision into the 

Rebbe and place it into Igros Kodesh. In the letter I also wrote that there was one opinion amongst the Hanhala 

which claimed that I was too young and disagreed with my decision. 

 

The letter I opened too [see appendix 3] was as clear as day in regards to encouraging me to marry young and 

negating the opinion which put it down. The Rebbe stated “If only it should be that also the Ashkenazim would 

marry at a very young age as do the Sefaradim”. 

 

Rabbi Y.G. 

Magid Shiur Yeshivas Beis Menachem 
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Appendix 1: 1st letter [Igros Hakodesh 12] 
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Appendix 2: 2nd letter [Igros Hakodesh 14] 
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Appendix 3: 3rd letter-Igros Hakodesh 20 
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The Rabbonim Letter is signed by : 

 

Rabbi Mordechai Ashkenazi  

Chief  Rabbi of  Kf ar Chabad, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Anash in Israel 
 

Rabbi Yosef Yeshaya Braun  

Mara D'asra and Member of  the Crown Heights Beis Din 

 
Rabbi Eliyahu Yochanan Gurarie 

Chief  Rabbi of  Chulon, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Anash in Israel 

 

Rabbi Mendel Gluckowsky 
Rabbi of  Anash in Rechov ot, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Anash in Israel 

 

Rabbi Moshe Havlin 
Chief  Rabbi and Rosh Yeshiv a of  Kiry at Gat 

 

Rabbi Avraham Michael Halperin  

Chief  Rabbi of  the French Hill in Jerusalem, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Anash in Israel 
 

Rabbi Sholom Ber Chaikin  

Rabbi of  Anash in Clev eland, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Lubav itch 

 
Rabbi Tzvi Hirsch Telsner  

Rabbi of  Anash in Melbourne, Australia 

 

Rabbi Boruch Boaz Yurkowitz  
Rabbi of  Anash in Lod 

 

Rabbi Yitzchak Yehuda Yeruslavsky 
Rabbi of  Anash in Nachlas Har Chabad 

 

Rabbi Moshe Landau 

Chief  Rabbi of  Bnei Brak 
 

Rabbi Zeev Dov Slonim 

Chief  Rabbi of  the center of  Jerusalem, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Anash in Israel 

 
Rabbi Avraham Boruch Pewzner  

Rabbi of  Anash in Paris and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Lubav itch in France 

 
Rabbi Yekusiel Farkash 

Rov  of  Jerusalem 

 

Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Raskin 
Rabbi of  Anash in London 

 

Rabbi Aharon Yaakov Schwei  

Mara D'asra and Member of  the Crown Heights Beis Din 
 

Rabbi Dovid Schochet 

Rabbi of  Anash in Toronto, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Lubav itch 

 
Rabbi Yosef Shusterman 

Rabbi of  Anash in Calif ornia, and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Lubav itch 

 
Rabbi Leibel Schapiro  

Rabbi of  Anash in Florida, Rosh Yeshiv a of  Miami and member of  Vaad Rabbonei Lubav itch 
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The Mashpiim Letter is signed by : 

 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Ofen  

Mashpia in Chabad Yeshiv os in Saf ed and Jerusalem 
 

Rabbi Michoel Golomb 

Mashpia in 770 

 
Rabbi Aharon Dovid Gancz  

Mashgiach in Morristown Yeshiv a 

 

Rabbi Chaim Shalom Deitsch  
Rosh Kollel Tzemach Tzedek and Mashpia Anash in Jerusalem 

 

Rabbi Akiva Wagner 
Rosh Yeshiv a of  Toronto 

 

Rabbi Mendel Vechter 

Rosh Kollel and Mashpia Anash in Nachlas Har Chabad 
 

Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok Wilschansky 

Rosh Yeshiv a of  Saf ed and Haif a 

 
Rabbi Shlomo Zarchi 

Mashpia in 770 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Majesky 
Mashpia in Machon Chana 

 

Rabbi Shlomo Segal 
Magid Shiur in Oholei Torah and Day an in the Crown Heights Beis Din 

 

Rabbi Yossi Paltiel 

Mashpia in Chov ev ei Torah 
 

Rabbi Manis Friedman 

Mashpia in Minnesota 

 

 


